Tubulointerstitial diseases.
This group of disorders has a number of causes. Early in the course of the disease, tubular malfunction is out of proportion to glomerular disease. The early presentation may be inability to concentrate urine, salt wasting, distal or proximal renal tubular acidosis and/or Fanconi's syndrome. With early diagnosis and treatment, progression of the renal disorder can be prevented or at least delayed. One can easily discontinue the antibiotic or analgesic, remove the heavy metal, treat the electrolyte abnormality, lower the uric acid or remove the genitourinary tract obstruction.